BRIGHT WEDNESDAY VESPERS
(Wednesday evening)
Priest:
All:

Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-giving and undivided Trinity, always;
now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
THE PASCHAL TROPARION

Priest:
All:

Christ is the risen from the dead trampling down death by death and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life. (1x)
Christ is the risen from the dead trampling down death by death and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life. (2x)

THE PASCHAL VERSES
PRIEST: Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered; let those who hate Him flee from
before His face.
All:

PRIEST: As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as wax melts before the fire.
All:

PRIEST: So the sinners will perish before the face of God; but let the righteous be glad.
All:

PRIEST: This is the day which the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
All:

PRIEST: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
All:

PRIEST: Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
All:

PRIEST:

ALL:

THE LITANY OF PEACE
Deacon:
All:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy. 

Deacon:

For the peace from above and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord have mercy. 

All:

Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:

For the peace of the whole world, for the good estate of the holy churches of
God and the union of all men, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house and those who with faith, reverence and fear of God enter
therein, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For our father and Metropolitan N., (and our Bishop or Archbishop N.), the
honorable presbytery, the deaconate in Christ, all the clergy and the people, let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For our president, civil authorities and armed forces, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For this city and every city and countryside, and the faithful who dwell
therein, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For healthful seasons, abundance of the fruits of the earth and peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For travelers by sea, by land and by air, the sick, the suffering, captives and
their salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 
For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath, danger and necessity, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon:
All:
Deacon:

Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
Lord, have mercy. 
Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos

and ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other and all our life unto Christ our God.
All:

To thee, O Lord.

Priest:

For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship to the Father and to the
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

All:

PSALM 140

+ Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and a protecting door about my lips.
+ Incline not my heart to evil words, to make excuses in sins.
+ With men that work iniquity; and I will not communicate with the choicest of them.
+ The just man shall correct me in mercy and shall reprove me; but let not the oil of the sinner anoint
my head.
+ For my prayer also shall still be against the things with which they are well pleased; their judges
falling upon the rock have been swallowed up.
+ They shall hear my words, for they are sweet; as when the thickness of the earth is broken upon the
ground, their bones are scattered by the side of hell.
+ But to Thee, O Lord, Lord, are mine eyes; in Thee have I put my trust, take not away my soul.
+ Keep me from the snare which they have laid for me, and the traps of the workers of iniquity.
+ Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst I alone escape.
+ I cried unto the Lord with my voice, with my voice unto the Lord, did I make my supplication.
+ I poured out my supplication before Him; I showed before Him my trouble.
+ When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then Thou knewest my path.
+ In the way wherein I walked have they secretly laid a snare for me.
+ I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me.
+ Refuge failed me; no one cared for my soul.
+ I cried unto Thee, O Lord; I said: Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living.
+ Attend unto my cry, for I am brought very low.
+ Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stronger than I.

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise thy name.
The righteous shall wait for me, until thou recompense me.
Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice.

Let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.
If thou, O Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with thee there
is forgiveness.
By Thy precious Cross, O Christ, Thou hast put the devil to shame; and by Thy
Resurrection, Thou hast blunted the sting of sin; and Thou hast saved us from the gates of
death. We glorify Thee, O Only-begotten Son.
Because of thy name have I waited for thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon thy word,
my soul hath hoped in the Lord.
He that granted the resurrection unto the race of man was led as a sheep to slaughter; the
princes of Hades were terrified of Him, and the grievous gates were lifted up; for Christ,
the King of Glory, hath entered, saying to those in bonds: Go forth; and to those in
darkness: Reveal yourselves.
From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord.
O great wonder! Having suffered in the flesh out of love for man, the Creator of things
invisible, the Immortal One, is risen. Come, O ye kindreds of the nations, let us worship
Him; for delivered from error by His compassion, we have learned to praise the one God
in three Hypostases.
For with the Lord there is mercy and with him is abundant redemption, and he will
deliver Israel from all his iniquities.
Evening worship do we offer Thee, the Unwaning Light, Who in the end of the ages,
through the flesh as in a mirror, hast shined upon the world; and hast descended even
unto Hades, and dispelled the darkness there, and hast shown the light of the Resurrection
unto the nations. O Giver of Light, Lord, glory be to Thee.
Praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people.
Let us glorify Christ, the Author of our salvation; for when He arose from the dead, the
world was saved from error. The choir of the Angels rejoiceth; the deception of the
demons doth flee; Adam, who was fallen, is risen; the devil is destroyed.

For his mercy is great toward us, and the truth of the Lord endureth forever.
The guards were instructed by the lawless: Conceal the Resurrection of Christ; and take
ye pieces of silver, and say: While we were sleeping, the corpse was stolen from the
tomb. Who hath seen, who hath ever heard of a corpse being stolen, especially one
anointed with myrrh and naked, with the funeral shrouds being abandoned in the grave?
Be not deceived, O ye Jews. Learn the sayings of the Prophets, and know that He is truly
the Redeemer of the world and the Almighty One.
Tone 5

O Lord, Who hast despoiled Hades and hast trampled upon death; O our Savior, Who hast
enlightened the world by Thy precious Cross; have mercy on us.
Tone 5

In the Red Sea there was once depicted an image of the unwedded Bride. There, Moses
divided the water; here, Gabriel doth minister the wonder. Then the deep was trodden
dry-shod by Israel; now Christ is born seedlessly of the Virgin. The sea, after the passage
of Israel, remained untrodden; the blameless one, after the birth of Emmanuel, remained
undefiled. O Thou Who art, and ever before didst exist, and hast appeared as man, O
God: have mercy on us. (cadence)

The Holy Entrance
Priest: Wisdom! Let us attend!
O Gladsome Light – Tone 2

THE GREAT PROKEIMENON
Deacon:

The evening prokeimenon.

Reader:

1. (refrain)

REFRAIN:
Tone 7
Give ear, O God, unto my prayer, and disdain not my supplication.
Reader:
2. Attend unto me, and hear me. (refrain)
3. Because they have turned iniquity upon me, and with wrath were they angry against
me. (refrain)
4. As for me, unto God have I cried, and the Lord hearkened unto me. (refrain +
cadence)

THE EKTENIA OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION
Deacon:
All:

Let us say with our whole soul and with our whole mind, let us say.
Lord, have mercy. 

Deacon:

O Lord Almighty, the God of our Fathers, we pray Thee, hearken and have
mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 

All:
Deacon:
All:

Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:
All:
Deacon:

All:

Have mercy on us, O God, according to Thy great mercy, we pray Thee,
hearken and have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Again we pray for our father and Metropolitan N., (and our Bishop or
Archbishop N.).
Lord, have mercy. (3x)
Again we pray for our brethren: the priests, hieromonks, deacons,
hierodeacons and monastics and all our brotherhood in Christ.
Lord, have mercy. (3x)
Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation and visitation and
pardon and forgiveness of sins for (the servants of God, [Names], and) all
Orthodox Christians of true worship, who live and dwell in this community.
Lord, have mercy. (3x)
Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable founders of this holy
church (and for the servants of God, [Names]) and all our fathers and
brethren, the Orthodox departed this life before us, who here and in all the
world lie asleep in the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Deacon:
All:
Priest:
All:

Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do good works in this holy and allvenerable temple, those who serve and those who sing, and for all the people
here present, who await Thy great and rich mercy.
Lord, have mercy. (3x)
For Thou art a merciful God and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe
glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.
Amen.
THE EVENING PRAYER

All:
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this evening without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the
God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name forever. Amen. Let Thy mercy
be upon us, O Lord, even as we have set our hope on Thee.
Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master; make me
to understand Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Holy One; enlighten me with Thy
statutes.
Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forever. O despise not the works of Thy hands. To Thee
belongeth worship, to Thee belongeth praise, to Thee belongeth glory: to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
THE LITANY OF SUPPLICATION
Priest:
All:

Let us complete our evening prayer unto the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. 

Priest:
All:

Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
Lord, have mercy. 

Priest:

That the whole evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful and sinless, let us ask
of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 

All:

Priest:
All:

An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us
ask of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 

Priest:
All:

Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 

Priest:

All things good and profitable for our souls and peace for the world, let us ask
of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 

All:
Priest:
All:
Priest:
All:
Priest:

All:
Priest:
All:

That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace and repentance,
let us ask of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 
A Christian ending to our life, painless, blameless, peaceful, and a good
defense before the fearful judgment seat of Christ, let us ask of the Lord.
Grant this, O Lord. 
Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos

and ever-virgin Mary, with all the saints: let us commend ourselves and each
other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
To Thee, O Lord.
For Thou art a good God and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory:
to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto
ages of ages.
Amen.

THE PEACE
Priest:
All:

Peace be to all.
And to thy spirit.

Priest:
All:

Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.
To Thee, O Lord.

Priest:

… Blessed and glorified be the might of Thy kingdom: of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

All:

THE APOSTICHA
Tone 5
Thee, O Christ our Savior, Who wast incarnate and yet wast not parted from the heavens,
do we magnify with voices of song. For as the Lord Who loveth man, Thou didst accept
the Cross and death for the sake of our race. Despoiling the gates of Hades, Thou didst
arise on the third day, saving our souls.
THE PASCHAL VERSES
Tone 5
Reader:

Reader:

Today Christ, our saving Pascha, hath been revealed unto us a noble Pascha;
the Pascha new and holy; the mystical Pascha; the Pascha all august; the
blameless Pascha; the great Pascha; the Pascha of the faithful; the Pascha
which openeth unto us the gates of paradise; the Pascha which sanctifieth all
the faithful.

Reader:

Reader:

O come from the vision, ye women, heralds of good tidings, and say ye unto
Zion: Receive from us the glad tidings of the joy of the Resurrection of Christ.

Rejoice, O Jerusalem, and leap for joy, in that thou beholdest Christ the King
like a bridegroom come forth from the grave.
Reader:

Reader:

When the ointment-bearing women stood, very early in the morning, before
the tomb of the Life-giver, they found an angel sitting upon the stone. And he
cried out unto them, saying, Why seek ye the Living among the dead? Why
mourn ye the Incorruptible amidst corruption? Go, proclaim the glad tidings
to his Disciples.

Reader:

Reader:

The joyful Pascha, the Pascha of the Lord, the Pascha all majestic hath shone
upon us! The Pascha on which we embrace one another with joy! Oh what a
Pascha, delivering from sorrow! For today from the tomb, as from a bridal
chamber Christ shone, and hath filled the women with joy, saying, Proclaim
the glad tidings to the Apostles.

DOXASTICON
Tone 5
Reader:

Today is the Day of Resurrection! Let us shine with the Feast! Let us embrace one
another. Let us say, brethren! And because of the Resurrection, let us forgive all things
to those who hate us, and in this wise, exclaim:
(3x)

THE DISMISSAL
Priest:

Glory to Thee, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to Thee.

All:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever,
and unto ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy (3x). Father, bless.

Priest:

May he who rose from the dead … and of all the saints: have mercy on us, and
save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest:
All:

Christ is Risen! (3x)
Truly, He is Risen! (3x)

Priest:
All:

Glory to His holy third-day Resurrection!
We adore His third-day Resurrection!

Priest:

Christ is risen from the dead trampling down death by death and upon those in
the tombs
bestowing life.

All:

